
Wokingham Virtual School Designated Teacher Briefing 7 October 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for all that attended the DT training and ePEP 

training last month, it was lovely to see so many of you 

there and as always, if you need any further information 

or assistance please do get in touch with us. 

On the second page of this briefing you will find some 

further information regarding the extension to the role 

of the Virtual School which came into effect in Septem-

ber 2021. 

 The Virtual School are committed to providing training 

opportunities which can be disseminated within all Wo-

kingham schools. As such, we have 100 places booked 

for a CERTIFIED CPD course run by The Care Leaders to 

not only support our CiC but also to support any child 

who has or has ever had a social worker. We have all 

been through a traumatic two years with the outbreak 

of Covid so this training will be beneficial for all.  

For more information on this course please click here. 

We hope to launch this officially in the next week or so 

but for those of you that would like to sign up please do 

get in touch with Alix, Alix.Williams@wokingham.gov.uk. 

Don’t forget the virtual school are here to assist you should 

you require any support. You can email us at the following 

addresses and we promise we will respond within 24 hours. 

Sian Biddlecombe Head of Virtual School 
Sian.Biddlecombe@wokingham.gov.uk 
Jane Everton Deputy Head of Virtual School 
Jane.Everton@wokingham.gov.uk 
Ruth Blyth Assistant Headteacher  
Ruth.Blyth@wokingham.gov.uk 
Kat Johnston Post 16 PEP Officer 
Kat.Johnston@wokingham.gov.uk 
Cindy Fincham Early Years Officer 
Cindy.Fincham@wokingham.gov.uk 
Alix Williams Virtual School Education Coordinator 
Alix.Williams@wokingham.gov.uk 
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Next week we have the first of our Network meetings. 

In case you missed last month’s briefing, we will be 

holding Designated Teacher Network Meetings on a 

termly basis to share best practice, offer support on 

difficult cases and to listen to ideas. Sometimes being 

a Designated Teacher can be very lonely, the children 

that you are championing have suffered trauma and 

this can in turn impact us. We are hoping that these 

meetings will allow you the space to share concerns, 

offer advice, and support each other in ensuring the 

best outcomes for our Children in Care.  

Early Years & Primary DT  Network Meeting  

Tuesday 12th October @ 8am    

 Secondary & Post 16 DT Network Meeting 

Wednesday 13th October  @ 8am 

To be part of the Network meeting please let Alix 

know and she will send you out a link. 

 

Other upcoming events are: 

17th November: PPEP Care training module 'AUTISM'  

26th November: 'Know me to Teach me' Louise 

Bomber  
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EXTENSION TO ROLE OF THE VIRTUAL SCHOOL 
 
In June the government announced more than £16 million for councils to extend the role of Virtual School Heads from Septem-
ber this year, meaning there will be a local champion for children with a social worker in every local authority in England. This 
will ensure that more focus is placed on children with a social worker, targeting support earlier on in these young people’s lives 
and helping improve how they engage with education. 
 
This work will build on the existing role of a Virtual School Head, who help champion and improve the educational outcomes for 
children in or on the edge of care, enhancing relationships between schools, colleges and local authorities so that pupils receive 
support from professionals that will help them develop and progress throughout their time in education.  
 
What schools and educational settings need to do: 
 
Identify the cohort of children within your school: 

 Which children are currently on a CIN or CP Plan? Which children have been on a CIN or CP plan whilst being on roll with 
your setting? The government have identified this cohort within Local Authority guidance so far, so be prepared and 
ahead of the game in terms of potential changes within other statutory guidance – for example, Ofsted inspections etc. 

 Ensure the relevant staff are aware of who these children are – by working with the Designated Safeguarding Leads, Des-
ignated Mental Health Leads, Pastoral support team, SENCO, Designated Teacher, Form tutors etc. As an educational 
setting, this will enable you to have a really clear picture of the needs of your cohort, which in turn will enable you to 
plan support and interventions. Meet regularly to discuss this cohort to review their attainment, attendance and wellbe-
ing data. 

 Use the opportunities available to you from local authority training– invest time and energy in becoming Therapeutic 
Thinking schools. It is an approach that is proven to work and will give you the knowledge to support all children through 
any adverse experience. The practices you will develop and embrace within your ethos of your educational setting will 
benefit all who are part of your community – pupils, staff and families. 

 Our children want us to have high aspirations for them, to believe in them and not to treat them differently. We must 
support them to achieve their potential and to ensure that educational settings and services do not become barriers to 
achieving this for them. 

 Identify interventions that will support your cohort of children with a social worker. Please refer to the Education En-
dowment Foundation for more information. 

 Refer to the Education Endowment Foundation Guidance Reports for more information and advice on all aspects of 
learning 

Supporting schools and educational settings: 
 
Although we are unable to offer schools and other educational settings advice on individual children, we are able to: 

 Offer advice regarding your cohort of Children with a social worker. 

 Offer educational settings/Social Worker consultations with Wokingham Virtual School 
 

 Offer advice and signpost schools and educational settings to additional services and ensure that you receive the support 
required to support your cohort of children with a social worker. 

 

 Offer training opportunities to develop schools and educational settings understanding around attachment, trauma as 
well as training on interventions known to make the biggest impact for children with a social worker. 

 
 

https://whatworks-csc.org.uk/research-report/what-works-in-education-for-children-who-have-had-social-workers/
https://whatworks-csc.org.uk/research-report/what-works-in-education-for-children-who-have-had-social-workers/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/tools/guidance-reports

